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Superior Court of Washington, County of King

In re:

Petitioner,

MATHEW RALIDAK

And Respondent,

VERONIKA GOODNIGHT

No. 25-2-11308-6 SEA

RESPONDENT’S DECLARATION IN 
SUPPORT OF RESPONDENT’S 
MOTION TO TERMINATE 
TEMPORARY DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
RESTRAINING ORDER

I, VERONIKA GOODNIGHT, am the Respondent in the above-referenced matter.  I 

submit this declaration in support of my Motion to Terminate the Domestic Violence 

Restraining Order (“DVPO”) currently restraining me. I have personal knowledge of the facts 

stated herein, and I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

Washington that the following attached declaration is true and correct.

Signed on this 30th day of June 2025 at Bellevue, Washington. 

____
VERONIKA GOODNIGHT, Petitioner
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A: BRIEF BACKGROUND:

I am Veronika Goodnight, the Respondent herein, and the Petitioner, Mathew Ralidak, is 

the father of my children. We began dating in 2014 and separated in 2020. We have three 

young children: Elora, age 10, Aidan, age 8, and Raina, age 7.   

To date, I have been restrained from my children for more than 80 days and counting 

due to the temporary DVPO that is currently in place until July 11th. I have done nothing to 

warrant this separation but to be a constant and present mother in my children’s lives. My 

primary goal is to restore my consistent, primary parenting time with my children, which has 

been disrupted through a baseless DVPO and strategic use of therapy records and CPS 

involvement. Petitioner continues to weaponize legal forms, ignore court orders, and shut down 

any contact or coordination.  

Since 2020, Petitioner has filed dozens of motions against me, using the legal system as 

a weapon to punish me for leaving our relationship. Petitioner manipulates court filings, misuses 

therapeutic records, and distorts reality to cast me as unstable and erase me from the lives of 

our three children. These accusations are retaliatory and not grounded in fact. Petitioner has 

grown to be manipulative, vindictive, and cruel. He is constantly undermining me as a parent, 

going against our court-ordered parenting plans. He suddenly disagrees with certain ways that I 

parent and bases his manipulation of the court system on our differences. It is important to note 

that we have never disagreed before. This manipulation has not just been emotionally draining, 

but psychologically traumatizing.  

B: REQUEST TO TERMINATE DVPO 
 
It has been over 80 days since I have seen my children. The DVPO in this matter was 

denied. However, the temporary DVPO remains in place until July 11th. I respectfully ask the  
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court to terminate the DVPO immediately so I can reunite with my children again and begin 

restoring the parent-child bond. 

Petitioner’s April 8th declaration is a continuation of a long-standing pattern of character 

assassination and litigation abuse. He presents fabricated narratives about my parenting, omits  

material facts and manipulates therapeutic and legal processes to exclude me from the lives of 

our children. As previously established in court, Judge Rampersad’s 2024 findings determined I 

was “highly sensitive to the children’s emotional needs,” while the Petitioner was not. The judge 

also ordered that the children not be separated from me for more than one week — a limit that 

has now been exceeded for over 80 days, in direct violation of our parenting plan.  

       His use of the April 4th incident at the school to justify a DVPO is an example of his 

manipulative tactics. I calmly approached Petitioner’s car to ask whether he had concerns about 

me and the children living temporarily in an RV on a farm, and whether he had contacted CPS. 

When he said no, I walked away to give our son a hug. I did not yell or make any threats. Colin, 

my fiancé, stood quietly nearby and made no threatening gestures. The initial police report 

stated no threats were made. Officer Kellogg investigated and concluded that no crime 

occurred. See the police report attached hereto as Exhibit A. The body camera footage confirms 

that there were no threatening gestures or conduct by me or my fiancé. Furthermore, Petitioner 

alleged that the Principal of my children’s school made the statement, “this is not the first time 

that Goodnight has caused a commotion or interrupted the children’s learning process.” This is 

entirely untrue. I personally contacted Principal Frank inquiring about the statement and 

Principal Frank denied ever making such a statement. See Exhibit B attached hereto. Lastly, a 

fellow parent and Dr. Colin’s Derieg, my fiancé, found it important to include a declaration 

regarding the April 4th event. Ms. Wikstrom witnessed the event and made a statement 

regarding what she saw stating that the Veronika and her fiancé, Colin Derieg were not violent 
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by any means and were supporting the children. See Exhibit C attached hereto. Petitioner’s 

version of the story is unsubstantiated and contradicted by clear evidence.  

The April 25th DVPO explicitly permits daily phone and video calls. Petitioner has 

willfully violated this. Since that order, I have been blocked from regular contact. Petitioner 

insists that all communication occur through the TalkingParents app, despite knowing that it is 

not capable of handling FaceTime calls and that calls drop at my residence in Monroe. Only one 

40-minute call occurred—on Mother’s Day (May 12). I have submitted screenshots documenting  

unanswered FaceTime calls and TalkingParents attempts. I have made numerous attempts to 

connect with the children via FaceTime — the method we have used for years — only to be 

blocked or ignored and call the police to make reports.  

The record shows it is now over 80 days without meaningful contact. The few brief calls I  

did receive were tightly controlled and emotionally flat. My daughter Raina is visibly distressed 

and emotionally dysregulated by our forced separation. Judge Rampersad’s parenting plan 

explicitly noted that the children should not be away from their mother for more than one week. 

This separation violates that judicial concern and must be urgently addressed. Petitioner is 

actively sabotaging the limited contact I am allowed under the current order. 

Finally, I must address the larger pattern of litigation abuse. Petitioner has taken me to 

court over 28 times in the past four years. He has used CPS, therapist coordination, emergency 

protection orders, and now a parenting plan modification to repeatedly alienate me from our 

children. His priorities are not in the children’s best interest, and the pattern is clear: exclude, 

discredit, and erase me. 

C. PETITIONER’S ABILITY TO PARENT 

Contrary to the Petitioner’s allegations, I am not abusive towards our children. I love 

them with my whole heart. I have been under extreme stress and pressure from the Petitioner’s 

mental and psychological abuse. Now, I am over 80 days without being able to hold my children 
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because of the Petitioner’s false allegations. I do not go for a day without fighting to have my 

children back in my life. I know my children miss me. I have attached a drawing that my 

daughter Raina drew saying “I want to see my mom” as Exhibit D. Petitioner has used every 

part of the system he can against me, the court, therapists, and friends. He made false 

statements to anyone holding a position of authority in order to keep me oppressed and to keep 

suffocating me with these lies. He is holding me below the surface, and this DVPO is him 

smiling while watching me struggle for air.    

D: PROPOSED RELIEF: 

I respectfully ask the Court to terminate Petitioner’s DVPO immediately. Additionally, I 

request that the Court deny any further misuse of emergency processes and consider imposing 

sanctions for continued litigation abuse and, to award make-up time with all three children to 

restore my relationship with them after all this time.  

Finally, I ask the Court to hear matter 25-2-11317-5 SEA in conjunction with this matter 

regarding the same DVPO against my fiancé, Colin Derieg. Colin has been a father figure to my 

three children. He has also been their primary care medical provider for years past. The children 

need continuity of care which they have been lacking since being in the care of Petitioner.  

E. ATTORNEY’S FEES: 

I don’t have the funds for litigation. Petitioner knows this. I have had to reach out to  

my community for help. I cannot afford my attorney and ask the court to award temporary 

attorney fees for this matter. I absolutely had to retain legal counsel because I have exhausted 

all other efforts to see my children again. Petitioner continues to exclude me from my children’s 

lives. Without an award of attorney fees, I will be at a severe disadvantage. I ask the court for a 

temporary award of attorney fees in the amount of $20,000, which is what I had to pay for my 

retainer.   
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F. CONCLUSION:

I respectfully request that the Court grant my request for the proposed relief. The 

permanent DVPO in this matter was denied, but the temporary DVPO remains in place until July 

11th. I simply just want my kids back in my life. I also ask the Court to hear matter 25-2-11317-5 

SEA in conjunction with this matter regarding the same DVPO against my fiancé, Colin Derieg. I 

am willing to jointly parent in the aspects of the Parenting Plan that the Court require, but I 

cannot continue to be constantly undermined by false allegations and court manipulation by the 

Petitioner. Petitioner’s defamation has extended beyond the family court and destroyed my 

ability to provide for my children. I lost our RV and my seasonal farm employment because I 

was deemed a “liability” based on his false claims. This financial and emotional damage was 

completely preventable and rooted in his obsession with control, not truth. I respectfully request 

that the court terminate Petitioner’s DVPO and award make-up time with all three children, 

including July 4th, uninterrupted 88 days total of make-up time to restore stability and repair the 

parent-child bond.   
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 Book time to meet with me 

From: KiT Spins <kit@kitspins.com> 
Sent: Friday, April 25, 2025 2:33 PM 
To: Michelle Frank <frankm@rsd407.org> 
Cc: Adam Del Rosso <delrossoa@rsd407.org>; Cathy McAlpine <mcalpinec@rsd407.org>; Dani Geitzke 
<geitzked@rsd407.org>; Mary Beth Babcock <babcockm@rsd407.org> 
Subject: Request for Immediate Clarification Regarding False Statements and Impact on Custody  

Dear Principal Frank, 

I am writing to request immediate clarification regarding a statement attributed to you and 
referenced in a recent court hearing. Specifically, it was stated that �this is not the first time that 
Goodnight has caused a commotion or interrupted the children�s learning process.� 

This statement has directly contributed to the devastating outcome of my children being 
temporarily removed from my care, despite my role as their consistent, supportive, and actively 
involved parent. 

To be clear: 

At no time prior to this court hearing have any concerns about my behavior, parenting, or
school involvement ever been formally communicated to me by you or any member of
your staff.

I have volunteered consistently at the school and have maintained a positive rapport with
teachers, staff, and administrators.

Any reports made regarding my children were based on mandated reporting protocols
following therapy sessions � and to date, all CPS/ DCYF reports have been closed
without investigation or findings of abuse or neglect.

The only disciplinary incident ever disclosed involved a single instance of spanking,
which I proactively communicated to my child�s therapist. Therapy notes themselves also
acknowledge a history of dishonesty from my child, which further complicates the
reliability of statements made in therapy.
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Given the serious harm that has resulted from your statement � and the lack of any documented 
prior concerns � I respectfully and urgently request: 

1. A detailed explanation of the basis for your claim that I have previously �caused
commotions� or �interrupted the learning process,� including any documentation or
incident reports if they exist.

2. An explanation for why I was never notified of any alleged concerns prior to this court
proceeding, despite my active presence at the school.

3. A formal acknowledgment, if no such documentation exists, that no prior disciplinary or
behavioral issues regarding me were on record.

This situation is not only deeply damaging to me as a parent, but it also undermines trust in the 
school�s duty to act with fairness, integrity, and professionalism. I expect a written response 
within ten (10) business days. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Veronika Goodnight 
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Superior Court of Washington, County of 

In re:

Petitioner/s (person/s who started this case):

And Respondent/s (other party/parties):

No. 

Declaration of 
(name): 

(DCLR)

Declaration of   

1. I am (age):  years old and I am the (check one):  Petitioner  Respondent 

Other (relationship to the people in this case):

2. I declare:
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(Number any pages you attach to this Declaration.  Page limits may apply.) 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the facts I have 
provided on this form (and any attachments) are true.  I have attached (number):  pages. 

Signed at (city and state): Date:

Sign here Print name 

Warning!  Documents filed with the court are available for anyone to see unless they are sealed.  Financial, 
medical, and confidential reports, as described in General Rule 22, must be sealed so they can only be seen by 
the court, the other party, and the lawyers in your case.  Seal those documents by filing them separately, using a 
Sealed cover sheet (form FL All Family 011, 012, or 013).  You may ask for an order to seal other documents








